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Distinguishing the Multifunctional bound Morpheme from the Portmanteau morph in the Kurdish Language

Abstract:

The present study aims at distinguishing the multifunctional bound morphemes from the portmanteau morphs in
Kurdish. These terms were studied by Kurdish linguists together under one phenomenon.

The present study attempts to distinguish between these two terms and know the reason behind studying them together
by Kurdish linguists. To conduct the present study, a descriptive approach was adopted to analyze the structures.
Besides the introduction and conclusion, the study consists of four sections. Section one deals with the previous study
and how these studies investigated these terms, the second section is about the multifunctional bound morphemes at
the morpheme level, section three tackles the portmanteau morph and its characteristics, and section four differentiates
between the multifunctional bound morphemes and portmanteau morphs.

The results arrived at in this study indicates that these terms are different from each other due to the nature of the
language. Added to that, the multifunctional bound morpheme can serve as a grammatical, derivational and
inflectional functions in different contexts whereas portmanteau morph can have different grammatical functions in
one context.

Keywords: Multifunctional bound morpheme, portmanteau morph, grammatical function, derivational and
inflectional function.
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