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THE USE OF PROTOTYPE THEORY IN THE KURDISH LANGUAGES

Abstract

Prototype theory is a theory in categorical aspect and is used as a tool for explanation of how language categories are
formed. In cognitive semantics categorization of language tools is counted as basic prototyping, that is why prototype,
are tools for categorization.

This research according to the basics of prototype theory and in general frame of cognitive semantics searches the
(fruit) prototype in Duhok's students. The goal of this research is to determine the effect of different ages, geographic
regions, economic conditions and... Etc. on the selected prototype. The type of this research is in fields, its way of
performance is fielding and the data collection is by questionnaires. The samples are collected from fourth stage
students, Kurdish language department of university of Zakho, high school students in Balqos village and Shinwar
School in Duhok. The research hypotheses are about the effect of different ages, geographic regions, economic
conditions and... etc. on the selected prototype.

Keywords: cognitive semantics, categorization, prototype theory, Culture.
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