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The Kurdish Grand Vizier Shaykh Ali khan Zanganeh (1610-1689) A Reseach About his
Role in Safavid’s Period

Abstract

Shaykh Ali khan Zanganeh (1610 - 1688), was of Kurdish origin one of the most prominent who
held the grand vizier position prime minister during the period of Safavid’s state in Iran: He ruled
the prime ministry between (1668-1689) during the reign of the second Safavid king (1666-1694).
Safavid king Il was the weakest of all Safavid rulers; much of his time was spent in harem houses
among female concubine servants. He did not have any political education and not aware of how
to rule. Because of his lifestyle and growing problem of excessive drunkenness, he did not
intervene in state business. The power to govern the country was therefore in the hands of Shaykh
Ali khan. Shaykh Ali khan focused on reforming the Safavid state which was suffereing from the
weakness at that time, he worked on reforming the deteriorating economy, the corrupted
administration and the military aspect which of the rebellions were expanded. The reign of Shaykh
Ali Khan extended for about 20 years which is considered the most serene and stable period in the
Safavid state whether on the internal or external level, the Safavid state wasn’t influenced by the
European countries’ pressure in his reign due to its busyness on the European field and, in contrary
to the previous and later eras the Safvid state doesn’t intervene in a war against the Ottoman state
in his reign even though the Ottoman Empire was quite weak at the time. therefore, in Ali Khan’s
reign the Safavid state witnessed a revival and prosperity in the most facilities of the state,
especially in the field of commercial methods, education and mosques overwhelming majority of
which are still named after him as Khan or Sheikh Alikhan to this very day. Now Shaykh Ali Khan
is known and recognized as one of the most influential grand viziers in the history of Iran.

Keywords: Shaykh Ali Khan, Safavi’s era, kurds, Grand vizier Al Omran.
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