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The Thieves and acts of Banditry and their effects on Economic Activities in west Islamic
From (3-7/13-19) century Cities

Abstract:

Thieving and banditry that are prohibited by God glorified and exalted be he. As mentioned in the Holy Quran “as
for the man or woman who is guilty of theft, recompense them by cutting off their hands for their crimes. that is the
punishment from Allah. Allah is mighty, wise. (38)”. These acts had a very negative effect on obstructing the
economic life in cities additionally, robbing the commercial caravans and pilgrim’s caravans which caused a big harm
against the Muslims’ interests in all the areas which are exposed to such acts. As a result of these sabotage, the trade
was interrupted, the goods were stacked in available areas and it wasn’t exported to the areas that were in need. As
the Islamic state was damaged and its imports were reduced from the tithes that Islamic state achieved it from the
exports and imports. As thieving became the cause of ruining the economy of caravans’ cities, that its populations
depend on trade. Thus, its ruining effect is noticed upon all of the Islamic countries’ economy, therefore, the Islamic
state had to set up armies to overcome the thieves and bandits, to secure the paths from these thieving. These acts were
often done during the weakness of Abbasid state or the Emirates that is related to it in land and at sea, like the Arabs’
attacks on different caravans and the attacks of Jaat on the Indian ocean, the thieves and bandits exploited the political
circumstances that this state had gone through, thieving got activated in the weakness case of the state and it finished
or eroded in the powerful times of the state or its magnificent.

Keywords: Thieves and banditry, Obstructing the economic activities, East Islam, Islamic cities.
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